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Abstract

Semiotics of Fashion in Literary Tradition until the end of the Fourth
Century AH

By:
Areej Issa A. Al Saleem
Supervisor:

Prof. Ziyad Saleh Al Zoubi

The study attempted to address the semiotics of fashion in the Arab literature
tradition until the end of the fourth Cemtiry AH as distinctive, implicative non-
linguistic significantion shaping human ans social relations and interaction, identifying
certain occasion, events, and religious dialogue signifying sects and creeds. The study
used a number of resources and references related to the importance of clothing as sing
system. Besides utilizing modern semiotic theories, the study used Al-Jahiz Al-Bayan
wa al-Tabyeen (The book of Eloquence and Oratory).

The study has concluded that Arabs were aware of the significance of fashion as
non-linguisitic signification, understanding the distinctive nature of fashion at all levels
as they paid special attention to fashion as Al-Jahiz emphasized and referred to in his
book.

The study is divided into the following chapters:

- Chapter One: Semiotics of Fashion and National Identity. In this chapter, |
discussed fashion as distinctive sign system distinguishing Arabs from other
nations and Arabs were aware of this very early. I used various poetic models to
prove that fashion implicated distinctive national identity back then as fashion
was a sign of personal identification.

- Chapter Two: semiotics of fashion and social class. This chapter examined

the role of clothing signs in identifying social class and hierarch in the Arab
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Society back then. Using various pieces of evidence, the study proves tha
fashion as distinctive non-linguisitc signification has social implications and was
common among Arabs at that time.

- Chapter Three: Semiotics of Fashion for Special Occasions. This chapter
investigated the role of clothing signs in special occasions in our Arab tradition
such as the semiotics of dress of vagrant-bandits, the semiotics of dress of death,
the semiotics of dress of war, and the semiotics of dress of women. I explored
the implicative signification of such clothing signs in our Arab literary tradition.

- Chapter Four: Semiotics of Fashion and Ideology. This Chapter studied the
relationship between fashion and creeds on the one hand and fashion and
sectarianism on the other and how Arabs dealt with this issue back then.
Moreover, this chapter examined the role of fashion in determining Sharia

judgments as an informative signifier just as a natural language in most cases.

Key words: Semiotic, Sign,Signification, Fashion,Signifier, Clothing, Literature

tradition.
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